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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 603 

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERIM 

COMMITTEE 

At the Office of the National Research Council, October 7, 1919 at 9.00 a.m. 

Mr. Angell in the chair. 

Present: Messrs. Angell, Bancroft, Barrows, Brockett, Christian, Kellogg, 
McClung, Mathews, Mendenhall, Ransome, Wood, and Yerkes. 

Mr. Yerkes, Chairman of the Committee on Publication, reported that 
a conference had been arranged with Mr. Pearl for the afternoon of October 7, 
and asked the advice of members of the Interim Committee regarding ques- 
tions to be discussed at the conference. This led to a discussion of the matter 
of publications at considerable length. 

Mr. Kellogg, Chairman of the Publicity Committee, reported that arrange- 
ments had been made for the distribution of any information concerning the 
activities of the Council of sufficient news value to be published in news- 
papers. The Chairman of the Committee read a letter to be sent to Chair- 
men of Divisions requesting that all matter arising in the various Divisions 
which may be used in this connection be submitted to the Publicity Com- 
mittee for distribution. 

The Acting Chairman of the Division of Geology and Geography reported 
that the recommendations contained in the resolution of June 10, 1919, 
relative to coordination in field methods of map-making agencies of the 
Government had already been attended to by the Division of Geology and 
Geography, and that a complete report upon this would be furnished the 
Government Division after its organization has been completed. 

The Chairman of the Council extended the welcome of the Interim Com- 
mittee to Dr. Christian, and expressed the pleasure of its members at his 
arrival in Washington to participate in the activities of the Council. 

The Chairman of the Council reported that six members of the Section on 
Psychology had already been selected and that a meeting of these is to be 
held in Washington on October 20. He reported further that six members 
of the Section on Anthropology had also been selected and it was hoped 
that a joint meeting of the two sections could be held on October 20. 

The meeting adjourned at 10.45 a.m. 

Harry O. Wood, Acting Secretary. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD 

At the Office of the National Research Council, October 14, 1919, at 

9.30 a.m. 

Mr. Angell in the chair. 

Present: Messrs. Abbot, C. A. Adams, Angell, Bancroft, Christian, Flinn, 
Johnston, Kellogg, McClung, Manning, Mathews, Mendenhall, Pearl, Pupin, 
Ransome, Townsend, Walcott, Woodward, Yerkes, and by invitation, Barrows, 
Brockett, Wood. 
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The minutes of the meetings of the Executive Board of the National 
Research Council on August 12 and of the Interim Committee on October 
2 were approved as circulated with certain slight textual corrections. 

Moved: That Mr. Vernon Kellogg, Chairman of the Division of Educational Relations, 
be appointed to serve also as Secretary of the National Research Council, to date from 
October 1, 1919. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. Harry O. Wood, Acting Secretary of the National Research Council, 
be appointed Assistant Secretary. (Adopted?) 

Confirming action taken by the Division of Engineering at its meeting on 
September 29, 1919, it was 

Moved: That the Executive Board approve the appointment of Mr. Comfort A. Adams 
as Chairman of the Division of Engineering. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. Henry M. Howe be appointed Honorary Chairman of the Division 
of Engineering for one year. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. Galen H. Clevenger be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Division of 
Engineering without salary. (Adopted.) 

The Treasurer presented a financial report for the period ending Septem- 
ber 30, 1919. 

The Chairman reported that Mr. Abraham Flexner, Secretary of the 
General Education Board, writing under date of September 6, 1919, had 
transmitted to him the following action of that Board taken on September 5, 
1919: 

Resolved, That, upon the request of the National Research Council under date of 
August 12, 1919, the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), or so much thereof as may 
be needed, be, and it hereby is, appropriated to the National Research Council, to enable 
the Division of Educational Relations to conduct certain educational investigations outlined 
in Dr. Angell's memorandum during the year ending September 30, 1920. 

In view of the action of the General Education Board be it 

Resolved, That the National Research Council accept with cordial appreciation the 
generous gift of the General Education Board of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) for the 
special work of the Division of Educational Relations of the Council in making an investi- 
gation of the conditions affecting research in American educational institutions; and that 
the Council will exercise every effort to make the use of this gift yield results of advantage 
to American science and education. (Approved.) 

Mr. Kellogg, Chairman of the Committee on Publicity, reported various 
steps taken to make the purposes and activities of the Council more widely 
known to the general public and the scientific men of the country through 
the newspaper press and technical journals. 

The Chairman of the Division of Physicial Sciences, in response to a request 
from the Division of States Relations 

Moved: That Professor Ernest Merritt be appointed to represent the Division of Physical 
Sciences in the Division of States Relations. (Adopted.) 
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The Chairman of the Division of Engineering reported the appointment of 
a committee for the investigation of high speed steel, of which Mr. J. V. 
Emmons has been named Chairman. 

Moved: That the appointment of a committee for the investigation of high speed steel 
be approved. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Division of Medical Sciences reported that Profes- 
sor Graham Lusk had been nominated by the Society of Biological Chemists 
as its representative in the Division of Medical Sciences. 

Moved: That the nomination of Professor Graham Lusk be received and transmitted to 
the President of the National Academy of Sciences with the recommendation that he be 
appointed a member of the National Research Council and assigned to the Division of 
Medical Sciences. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Division of Biology and Agriculture presented for 
reconsideration a request that the National Research Council in raising funds 
for the support of Marine Biological Laboratory at Woods Hole. He em- 
phasized the importance of the work carried on at this laboratory, which 
is handicapped at the present time by lack of funds. He asked that the 
Council take action. 

After a short discussion consideration of the matter was postponed until 
the afternoon session. 

The following nomination was presented by the Chairman of the Division 
for member at large of the Division of Educational Relations: 

Mr. Herbert Hoover, Ex-United States Food Administrator; Trustee, Leland 
Stanford, Jr., University. 

Moved: That the nomination of Mr. Herbert Hoover be approved with the recommen- 
dation to the President of the National Academy of Sciences that he be appointed a member 
of the National Research Council and assigned to the Division of Educational Relations. 

{Adopted.) 

Upon recommendation of the Chairman of the Division it was 

Moved: That Col. Robert I. Rees be appointed a representative from the Committee on 
Education and Special Training of the War Department as a member of the Division of 
Educational Relations to fill a vacancy in that position. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Council announced that the Division of Anthropology 
and Psychology is in process of organization, and that a meeting of the 
Division will be held on October 20. 

The Chairman of the Research Information Service presented the following 
matters: 

In response to a request from the Division of States Relations it was 

Moved: That Mr. Edwin F. Gay be appointed to represent the Research Information 
Service in the Division of States Relations. {Adopted.) 
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The following nomination was presented by the Chairman of the Division 
for membership in that Division: 

Mr. Frank Burke, Chief of the Bureau of Investigation of the Department 
of Justice. 

Moved: That the name of Mr. Frank Burke, Chief of the Bureau of Investigation, as 
representative of the Department of Justice, be presented to the President of the United 
States in accordance with Article V, Section 3, of the Organization of the National Research 
Council, for designation by him for service with the National Research Council on the 
Research Information Service. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Division presented the following nominations for 
members at large of the Research Information Service: 

Clement W. Andrews, Librarian, The John Crerar Library, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Milton C. Whitaker, Consulting Chemical Engineer, New York City. 

Arthur D. Little, President, Arthur D. Little, Inc., Industrial Research 
Laboratories, 30 Charles River Road, Cambridge, Mass. 

Fuller R. Callaway, LaGrange, Ga., Cotton Manufacturer. 

F. S. Terry, Mgr., National Lamp Works of General Electric Co., Nela 
Park, Cleveland, Ohio. 

W. R. De Field, President, W. R. De Field & Co., Chicago, 111. 

Charles F. Kettering, President, The Dayton Engineering Laboratories 
Co., Dayton, Ohio. 

Moved: That the nominations of Messrs. Clement W. Andrews, Milton C. Whitaker, 
Arthur D. Little, Fuller R. Callaway, F. S. Terry, Charles F. Kettering, and W. R. DeField 
be approved with the recommendation to the President of the National Academy that 
they be appointed members of the National Research Council and assigned to the Research 
Information Service. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Research Information Service called attention to 
action taken by the Interim Committee at its meeting on October 2, 1919, 
recommending to the Executive Board reconsideration of its action on 
June 24, 1919, relative to the making of charges by the Research Information 
Service for services in exceptional cases. It appeared to be the sense of the 
meeting that such charges would be proper, but in view of the absence of 
a member of this Board, who had previously opposed the proposal, it was 

Moved: That the matter be referred to the Interim Committee with power, and that an 
effort be made to consult absent members as to any grounds of opposition. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Council reported that, with the return of Mr. Walcott 
to the city, action is being taken in the organization of the Government 
Division, and it is hoped that it will be completed within a short time. 

The Executive Secretary of the Division of States Relations reported the 
following nominations from the Divisions named to serve as members of the 
Division of States Relations: 
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For the Division of Industrial Relations: Mr. H. E. Howe. 
For the Division of Educational Relations: Mr. Vernon Kellogg. 
For the Division of Engineering: Mr. S. W. Stratton. 
For the Division of Chemistry and Chemical Technology: Mr. W. D. 
Bancroft. 
For the Division of Geology and Geography: Mr. E. B. Mathews. 

Moved: That the nominations of Messrs. H. E. Howe, Vernon Kellogg, S. W. Stratton, 
W. D. Bancroft, and E. B. Mathews as members of the Division of States Relations be 
approved. (.Adopted.) 

The Executive Secretary of the Division of States Relations also reported 
the nomination from the Society of American Foresters of Mr. Hugh P. Baker 
to serve on the Division of States Relations. 

Moved: That the nomination of Mr. Hugh P. Baker be approved, with the recommen- 
dation to the President of the National Academy of Sciences that he be appointed a member 
of the National Research Council and assigned to the Division of States Relations. 

(Adopted.) 

The Executive Board took recess at 12.30 to meet again at 2.00 p.m. 

The Executive Board resumed its meeting at 2.20 p.m. 

The Chairman made reference to the matter of quorum and stated that 
consideration of this was referred to the Committee on By-Laws. 

At the suggestion of the Chairman the legal relations of the National 
Research Council to the National Academy of Sciences were discussed, and 
it was 

Moved: That the Chairman of the Council be authorized and requested to pursue this 
subject farther with a view to clarifying the status of the Council. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Council raised the question of policy in regard to 
research in the industries, especially as this relates to overlapping of interests 
in the various Divisions and, in particular, in the Divisions of Industrial 
Relations and of Engineering. A discussion at length followed. 

Moved: That a committee of five on General Policy and Solicitation of Funds, of which 
the Chairman of the Council shall act as Chairman, be appointed. (Adopted.) 

Appointed: Messrs. Angell (Chairman), C. A. Adams, H. E. Howe, Kel- 
logg, and Walcott. 

The question of securing financial aid for the Marine Biological Laboratory, 
which had been presented at the forenoon session, was brought up for further 
consideration. 

Moved: That the matter of securing financial assistance for the Marine Biological 
Laboratory be referred for recommendation to the Committee on General Policy and Solici- 
tation of Funds. (Adopted.) 
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The Chairman requested an expression of opinion by the Board concerning 
the policy of the Council in reference to matters of congressional legislation, 
with special reference to two bills at present pending,— one providing for a 
tax on scientific instruments, and the other the removal of exemption which 
has hitherto been enjoyed by educational institutions. It was the sense of 
the meeting that the Council should take no action. 

The Chairman of the Council presented a recommendation submitted by 
Mr. Dunn, as Chairman of a committee appointed by the Executive Board 
on June 3, 1919, to provide for the continuation of retired Chairmen of the 
Council as members of the Executive Board. 

Moved: That the Executive Board recommend to the Council of the National Academy 
of Sciences that Article I V, Section 2, of the Organization of the National Research Council 
be amended by the addition of the following sentence: "Chairmen, on their retirement, 
shall continue for three years as members of the Executive Board." (Adopted.) 

The Chairman presented a recommendation from Mr. Alfred D. Flinn, 
that the action of the Interim Committee on October 2, 1919, providing 
for the continuation of the appointment of Mr. Flinn as Assistant Secretary 
of the National Research Council be amended to omit the name of Mr. 
Flinn, making reference only to the Secretary of the Engineering Foundation. 

(Approved.) 

On motion of the Treasurer various small items of appropriation and 
accounting were approved. 

The Chairman stated that in the allotment of funds for the current year 
certain expenses had not been provided for, making it necessary for the 
Executive Board to appropriate small sums of money under various headings 
to cover such unauthorized items. He suggested that this matter should be 
referred to the Committee on Organization and Budget. 

Moved: That the Committee on Organization and Budget be requested to make a redis- 
tribution of allotments of general expense temporarily and to prepare a motion to authorize 
action in future. (Adopted.) 

The matter of the publication of minutes of Divisions, committees, etc., 
was discussed, and it was 

Moved: That nothing be published by the National Research Council or any of its Divi- 
sions without the sanction of the Committee on Publication. (Adopted.) 

The meeting adjourned at 4.20 p. m. to meet again at 9.30 a. m., Novem- 
ber 18. 

Hakry O. Wood, Assistant Secretary. 



